By Neil Steinberg
att Witer

The former Sheridan Theatre, among the grandest the-
it in th throes.

aters ever
What

style lass

feet across, a stupendous, classical, bas-relief pediment—

are being stripped away, s0ld a8 garden omaments

hi
valoable florishes o
the wrecking
‘Over the last two weeks, hundreds of feet of brass railing
have boen removed—replace by plywood shecs o prevent
ol ke fvn sioppag off a Iniciny atothic
ty”

Theres a “ves me of the railings
¢nd up in' bouse in Barrington, Crannen said, wi
for

rs
8 Joth century bam being tumed into 8

um.. in Wisconsin.

e e fve mmln shoight,

idden for years by
said Grannen, who
built in 1927 and

e there,

a0
rime. Bu T
e theater,

oroughly resear

GHICAGO SUN-TIMES, SUNDAY, MARCH 27, 1994

RS AT oo
The Sheridan Theatro, Chicago's grandest, as it
ooked shorly afto 1t was bl 305
dripping with neo-Greek splendor.
rannen estimal paying $50000 to salvage the

items, both in labor costs and fees, and might see two to
four times that, if he is lucky.

‘Much depends on the giant terra-cotta pedime
wide s 0 fot tall, s v e Iore crmivaof lions
ed gods and goddesses that tops the
ing. Grannen hopes somebody will want it

iy chandeliers in

ing from ragged wl
lows have been ripped out. The silence is shattered by
Power saws and compresson.
those wha made use of the space afer it wads
rand theater are to be found; a giant menorah still s
Sttached o the cei was added to

celing, wher

audiogom when i vas urned .m a sanctuary for Anahe

Emet S ogue. A Inn
nound A|.I€|

ee out front still

erbaps
stripped the
other grand old theaters, now vanished-—views his work g1
a sort of conservation.

e have nothing to do with the demolitionthise
theaters should be saved,” he said. “We're the only ones
Saving even & plece of it. If not for us, it would ‘allibe
destroyed.”




