Stuart Grannen with his buddy Clayton and one of the many gargoyles from what he says
could be the largest collection of its kind in the country.
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Wit an“urban archaeologist’
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Ravenswood, you_just
Frsp e
show poster (0 a baptismal font
Just don't ask him for $100
gargoyles.
“For that you can g0 to some.
discount store,
described

wm an avocation into a way of
life

Grannen-has plenty of the
grotesque. stone. waterspouts on
hand. His stock of 85 or 90, in
be the largest such col-

d

e far more likely
st you back about S6.00
warmed

“That would be the average.

Not surprisingly
god ciop v telaionsl
with overseas dealérs, who for all

kinds of reasons would some-
times rather sell to Grannen than
10 one of their own countrymen.
And after awhile, you find
s Bk it 0 foc
f you know who to ask
feah, I think I know someone:
who could probably_get
guillotine, for the right pric
laughed Grannen, adding that re-
dieval armor is also “doabl
again depending on how badly
you want it
Afier all, these _pieces were
made to be works of artas well as
protection in battle, said Grannen,
adding, “You or I wouldn't have
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been able o afford armor. We'd
have had chain mail if we were
Tucky."
‘Buying trips, however, aren't
Vacations some  cus-
tomers think they are, said
Grannen. I getall kinds of people.

o St oull ol
as landfill* stid

s beenrecuingpicces o buld:
inge cicasen 1, ksl
$35 he camed raking leaves on a
stained-glass window festooned
with black angels that had been
salvaged from a Baptist church.

Its probably something that
rubbed off from his antique-col-
Jeix o said_ Grannen, a

time I go to Europe. They don't
understand it often means getting

around 4 am. and traveling ©
some pretty out-of-the way
places”

rorsin
“After all, mzy stole lmm
everyone else, didn't they?”

Closer to home, he snapped up

ol g Ky e u e
University of Tennessee

‘year, then turned to Black studics.

From there, he headed for New
Orleans, began dealing antiques in
the Garden District, came to
Chicago in 1987 on a buying trip
and decided (o stay.

Within a few months, he had
opened his first store on the 3900
block of North Ravenswood.

Soon after expanding from
3,000 10 15000 square feet,
Grannen had. already_outgrown
space and in 1991 bought his
current bilding, which he says is
also sarting to cramp his styl.

5o that he recently
bought an_adjoining picce. of

made decades carlier a DeNnyr

the Medinah Temple, wall pancls

picce from a mansion outside

Pittsburgh..
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showroom/museum scheduled o
open by the end of next year, re-
cession or no recessior

ranncn says et o is coe
tomers are basically recession-
g cppe e yed

Know what they want” and “ex-

pect 1o pay for it
Not that there aren't bargains

10 be found cven here, said
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